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What do I need to do now? 
 

If you are happy for us to pass your full name, 

sex and date of birth and your contact details 

to CLS you do not need to do anything. If we 

do not hear from you before the date stated in 

the enclosed letter we will pass this information 

to CLS. They will then contact you early next 

year to tell you more about the future research 

that is planned. Any future research is 

voluntary, and it will be up to you to decide 

whether or not to take part at that time.  

 

However, if you would prefer not to be 

contacted by Centre for Longitudinal Studies in 

relation to future research on the Next Steps 

study, please let the Next Steps Research 

Team know using the details below and we will 

not pass on your details. Your contact details 

will be destroyed and you will not be contacted 

again in relation to the study. 
 

Who will be able to access my data in the 

future? 
 

Your name, sex and date of birth and your 

contact details, and other information from the 

study, will continue to be kept securely and 

responsibility for this will be passed to the 

Centre for Longitudinal Studies. They will only 

use your contact details for future research. 

Your details will never be sold for commercial 

or marketing purposes. The Department for 

Education will no longer retain your contact 

details.  

 

The anonymised data collected by the study 

between 2004 and 2010 will be held by DfE 

and CLS, and will continue to be made 

securely available to research users.   

Where is my contact data being kept 

now? 

 

Your contact details are being kept securely in 

accordance with the Data Protection Act by 

TNS-BMRB, an authorised research 

organisation working on behalf of the 

Department for Education (DfE). The DfE 

ensures that the research organisations it works 

with operate high standards of security to keep 

your data safe. 
 

What if my contact details are wrong – can I 
change them? 
 

Yes, you can update your contact details at any 
time by getting in touch with the Next Steps 
Research Team using the details below. 
 

Who can I contact about the study?  
 

You can contact the Next Steps Research 
Team using the details below. 
 

Write: Next Steps Team 
TNS-BMRB 
6 More London 
Place 
London 
SE1 2QY 

Next Steps (Clare Baker) 
Longitudinal Surveys Team 
Department for Education 
Floor 5 
2 St Paul’s Place,  
25 Norfolk Street 
Sheffield 
S1 2FJ 

 
Email: 

 
nextstepssurvey@
bmrb.co.uk 
 

 
team.longitudinal@ 
education.gsi.gov.uk 

Phone: 0800 051 0881 0114 2742439 

 
If you have concerns about the way your 

personal data is being stored and used, 

please contact the Next Steps Research 

Team in the first instance. 
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Why is the Next Steps Study continuing? 
 
You took part in the Next Steps Study when 

you were at school, providing information on 

your life and attitudes. This information, along 

with that provided by everyone else who took 

part in the study, has been used extensively 

across government to inform policy making 

and improve services for young people. It is 

still used regularly by researchers. Continuing 

the study, and finding out more about your life 

now, will add value to the data collected so far 

and provide important new information about 

the experiences of your generation. 

 
Why are you writing to me now? 
 
We are writing to ask for your permission to 

pass your full name, sex and date of birth and 

your contact details to the Centre for 

Longitudinal Studies (CLS) so they can 

continue the Next Steps Study and carry out 

future research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What will future research involve? 
 
Future research may include further 

interviews or your progress being tracked 

through other data sources and then linked 

into your details in Next Steps (like we have 

done previously with your school exam 

results). If you agree for your details to be 

passed on, CLS will write to you early next 

year with more information about what is 

planned. However, any future research will 

be voluntary, and by agreeing for your details 

to be passed on you are not committing 

yourself to taking part in future research. 

 
Who is the Centre for Longitudinal 
Studies? 
 
The Centre for Longitudinal Studies (CLS) is 

a research centre at the Institute of Education 

(IoE) at the University of London. It is funded 

by the Economic and Social Research 

Council to carry out three large-scale 

longitudinal studies following people born in 

1958, 1970 and 2000/1. Their experience of 

carrying out these studies means they are 

uniquely well-placed to take over 

responsibility for Next Steps, and can be 

trusted to do a good job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Who is paying for the study to continue? 
 
The Economic and Social Research Council 

(ESRC) are paying for the study to continue. 

ESRC is the UK’s leading agency for research 

funding and training in economic and social 

sciences. They have decided to fund the 

continuation of the Next Steps Study because 

it is the only major national study tracking the 

lives of your generation. 

 
Will the Department for Education still be 
involved? 
 
The Department for Education will no longer be 

involved in running the study, and will not 

continue to hold the contact details of study 

members. However, it will continue to hold the 

anonymised data collected by the study 

between 2004 and 2010, and to make this 

securely available to research users. 

 
What information will be passed on to CLS? 
 
If you agree for us to transfer your Next Steps 

data to CLS, then we will transfer your contact 

details (names, addresses, phone numbers, 

email addresses held by the study, your parents 

and other contact persons you may have told 

us about), in order that CLS can get in touch 

with you. This will allow any information 

collected about you in the future to be linked 

back to the data collected so far, and give CLS 

the information they need to run the study. 


