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1.

ADDING OTHER
INFORMATION
Government departments
and agencies routinely collect
administrative information about
all of us to help plan and provide
the services we need.
We’d like to add some of this
information about you held by
government departments and
agencies to the information we
collect about you during the
study on an ongoing basis.
The information we would like
to add is kept in your health,
education, work and benefits
records, as well as any police
and criminal justice records
you may have.
Watch our video to
find out more:
www.nextstepsstudy.org.uk

WHY WE WANT TO DO THIS
Adding extra details from
administrative data opens up new
possibilities for researchers from
universities, charities and within
government who all use the Next
Steps data to understand the
experiences of your generation and
to make the services you use and
the places you live better.

It also means we can make the
Next Steps data as valuable and
accurate as possible, as it allows us
to fill in the blanks for any details
you may not know or remember
(such as the date of a hospital
visit) and to avoid asking you for
other details during the survey.

We learn a lot about your lives
from the questions we ask in
the surveys, but adding extra
information from administrative
records helps us to build a more
complete picture of what life is
really like for you.

WE NEED YOUR PERMISSION TO DO THIS
You can agree for us to add
information from all of the records
we ask about, from just some of
the records or to add nothing at
all – it’s your choice.

Whatever decision you make, we
would like you to take part in the
survey.
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1. Adding extra
information lets
us build a more
complete picture
of your life.

5. This makes things
better and fairer for all of
us, and maybe even for
future generations too.
Without evidence, it’s all
guesswork.

4. Decisions based
on evidence are more
effective. This means
better opportunities and
services - such as training
and jobs, health services or
affordable housing.

2. Researchers and policy
makers use this information
to spot new trends and
connections.
This helps us to identify who is
doing ok and who needs extra
help, and to understand which
policies and services work well
and which do not.

DID YOU KNOW?
Adding data from school records
has already shown us which
groups of children are most at
risk from bullying and highlighted
that bullying has a powerful
and sustained impact on young
people. This evidence is being
used to help schools develop
interventions to tackle bullying
early on, making a real difference
to young people’s lives.

3.

This evidence will be
used to make better, more
confident decisions about
how to spend public money.
It will help to identify and
plan what services are
needed for the future,
encourage debate and
drive change.

take the time you
need to read this
leaflet and make
your decision

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
nextstepsstudy.org.uk

3.

HOW THE PROCESS WORKS
The whole process works by exchanging information using a unique ID.
With your permission, we
send your unique ID, name,
sex, address, date of birth
to each of the government
departments and agencies
responsible for your records.
In some circumstances
we also send your NHS
number and National
Insurance numbers to help
identify records, if these are
available.
These details are provided
to help identify your records
accurately. We will not send
your survey responses or
other information about you.

When your administrative
records have been
identified the file containing
your personal details is
destroyed.
Just your unique ID and the
information extracted from
your administrative records
are sent back to the Next
Steps team.

The matched data
containing survey responses
and administrative data
is made available to
researchers. At no point will
your name or address be
included with the matched
data. The researchers
analysing the matched data
do not need these details
and they never see them.

The Next Steps team match
the information from your
administrative records to
your survey responses using
your unique ID.

The Next Steps team will
add information from your
administrative records for
the duration of the study or
until you tell us to stop.

4.
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Your unique ID is a string of
letters and numbers created just
for you which can be used instead
of your name or date of birth to
add data about you from different
sources. It allows us to identify
your data without identifying you.

AEYGF7K0DM1X
To keep your data safe, the
information we exchange with
government departments and
agencies is encrypted and sent
via secure transfer systems, in line
with the most up to date security
protocols and procedures.

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
nextstepsstudy.org.uk
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WHO WILL USE
THE DATA?
Matched data which includes
information from both your
administrative records and your
survey responses will be made
available via the UK Data Service
for use by researchers, teachers
and policy makers for research
purposes only.

UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES?
Researchers who want to use
the matched data must be
registered with the UK Data
Service. To access matched data
which contains more detailed
information, researchers must
also apply to an independent
committee which ensures
that the information is used
responsibly and safely.
Researchers will only be given
permission to use the data if
they present a strong scientific
case and explain the potential
impact of the research and its
wider value to society.

Your name, addresses, National
Insurance number and NHS
number are never included in
any data made available to
researchers via the UK Data
Service, which ensures that no
individual can be identified from
the data or the research findings.
All information collected by and
added to Next Steps is treated
with the strictest confidence
in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998.
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SOME ASSURANCES
We are not asking to access
information that relates to your
parents, partners, siblings or
children.

WATCH OUR VIDEO
TO FIND OUT MORE
www.nextstepsstudy.org.uk

Government departments and
agencies will only receive the details
they need to establish an accurate
match to your records, nothing
more.
Your decision about whether or
not to agree to add data from your
records will not affect your benefits,
tax position or employment, your
health treatment or any health
insurance.
Your details can not be used to look
at whether you are paying the right
amount of tax or loan repayments,
claiming the right type of benefits
or by the police to find things out
about you that they do not know.

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
nextstepsstudy.org.uk

7.

INFORMATION WE
WOULD LIKE TO ADD
HEALTH
WHICH RECORDS?

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?

WHY ADD THIS INFORMATION?

The National Health Service
(NHS) routinely updates medical
and health-related records for all
patients accessing NHS health
services throughout their lives.

National Health Service records
include:

This study has huge potential to
advance our understanding of
health and illness and to change
the way that conditions are
screened, managed and treated.

This information is centrally
managed by the Health and Social
Care Information Centre.
Cosmetic and other procedures
provided through private health
care are not included in these
records.

•

•
•
•

use of NHS health services;
such as visits to the doctor,
nurse or midwife, hospital
attendance or admission and
the dates and waiting times of
these visits
health diagnoses or conditions
medicines, surgical procedures
or other treatments received
NHS number

This information can help
researchers understand:

•
•
•

what factors prevent or
contribute to poor health
how health conditions can be
treated or managed effectively
how early life experiences
affect health later in life
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EDUCATION
WHICH RECORDS?

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?

WHY ADD THIS INFORMATION?

Education and training records
are kept by the Department
of Education (up to age 19),
the Department of Business,
Innovation and Skills (from age
16) and the Higher Education
Statistics Agency (for those in
higher education).

Education and training records
include information about:

Understanding your experiences
during and after leaving school
can help shape better education
and training opportunities for
your generation and the next.

•
•
•

participation in school, further
and higher education
test and exam results
vocational training and
qualifications awarded

Using extra details from your
education records researchers
can start to explain:

•
•
•

which training routes offer the
best job opportunities
what skills and qualifications
are gained after leaving
school
how these skills gained
influence the later direction of
your working life

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
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MORE EDUCATION
WHICH RECORDS?

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?

WHY ADD THIS INFORMATION?

Records held by the Universities
and Colleges Admission Service
and Student Loans Company
relate to higher education.

Records kept by the Universities
and Colleges Admission Service
include information about higher
education applications and offers.

Adding this information will
provide crucial evidence about
access to higher education for
your generation which tells us
more about:

It is useful to add information from
these records, even if you did not
continue with further or higher
education, as it will mean that
we can establish if you return to
education or change careers in the
future.

Records kept by the Student
Loans Company include
information about payments of
student support.

•
•
•

inequality and fairness relating
to access to higher education
the impact of raised tuition
fees on later employment
choices
the impact of student debt on
income and living standards
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ECONOMIC
WHICH RECORDS?

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?

WHY ADD THIS INFORMATION?

Economic records are kept by the
Department of Work and Pensions
and Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs, usually starting when
you reach age 16.

Records kept by the Department
of Work and Pensions include
information about:

This information will send a
crucial message about how your
generation is managing in this
tough economic climate.

•
•

benefit claims
participation in work programs

Records kept by Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs include
information about:

•
•
•
•

employment, self-employment
and earnings
receipt of Tax Credits
tax and National Insurance
contributions
occupational pensions

In particular, this information will
help researchers understand:

•
•
•

how financial security affects
living standards
how best to support
individuals and families with
different circumstances
how to help people plan for
the future

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
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POLICE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
WHICH RECORDS?

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?

WHY ADD THIS INFORMATION?

Police and criminal justice records
are stored on the Police National
Computer which is kept by the
Ministry of Justice for those above
the minimum age of criminal
responsibility.

Records kept by the Ministry of
Justice include:

Crime statistics tell us what types
of crime are being committed and
whether the crime rate is rising or
falling. Adding information from
police and criminal justice records
to the Next Steps data will help
researchers and policy makers
to understand much more. This
includes how aspects of life such
as home, school, neighbourhood
and peer groups affect how likely,
or unlikely, people are to have
contact with the police or to
commit crime.

•
•

police arrests and official
cautions,
convictions and sentences
received.

Most of you will not have a police
record, either now or in the future.
It is still just as important for us
to find out that you haven’t had
contact with the police as it is for
us to know if you have, as this
can help us learn more about
what prevents people from
committing crime.

Policy makers can use this
understanding to develop and
focus future crime prevention
policies. This is important as it
affects all of us, in one way or
another.
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WHAT TO DO NEXT
It’s important you have all the
information you need to make
your decision.
Please make sure that
you have read this leaflet
carefully.
Think about it and get in
touch if you want to talk
it over or if you have any
questions.
Decide if you are happy
for information from your
administrative records to
be added to your survey
responses and choose
which permissions you
would like to give.

Make a note of your
National Insurance number
if you are willing to share
this. You will be asked
for this in the survey.
Your National Insurance
number can be found on
the National Insurance
card issued to you when
you were aged 16, on your
pay slip, P60 or annual tax
return.

WATCH OUR VIDEO
TO FIND OUT MORE
www.nextstepsstudy.org.uk

You don’t need to do anything
else for now – there’s nothing
to sign or send. You will be
prompted to choose your
permissions during the
survey and we will send you
confirmation of your choices by
post.

FIND
OUT MORE AT...
nextstepsstudy.org.uk
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WHEN DOES YOUR PERMISSION EXPIRE?
We’d like to add information relating to your past, present and future
circumstances to the information that we collect as part of the study.
We have not put an end date on the permissions that you give as we do
not know exactly when we will receive or add the information. So any
permission you give will remain valid and we will collect these records
on an ongoing basis unless you contact us to withdraw your permission.
You can change your mind about adding information from these records
or withdraw any of your permissions to add information from these
records at any time, without giving us any reason.
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THANK YOU!

CONTACT DETAILS
For questions about the survey or adding other information,
contact NatCen at:
Next Steps
NatCen Social Research
Kings House
101-135 Kings Road
Brentwood
Essex CM14 4LX

Freephone: 0808 1681356

Email: nextsteps@natcen.ac.uk
Web: nextstepsstudy.org.uk

To change your permissions, contact the Next Steps research
team free of charge at:
FREEPOST
RTHR-TUGG-UTCR
NEXT STEPS
Centre for Longitudinal
Studies
UCL Institute of Education
20 Bedford Way
London WC1H 0AL

Freephone: 0800 9774566

Email: nextsteps@ioe.ac.uk
Web: nextstepsstudy.org.uk
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