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SEE HOW FAR 
YOU’VE COME

take a look  
back over the 
last 1o years...

Scotland  
votes  
‘No’ to 
independence

NEXT STEPS  
LAUNCHED 
in 2004



FACEBOOK  
IS LAUNCHED

58%
OF YOU CHOSE  
YOUR GCSE SUBJECTS  
BECAUSE YOU WERE  
INTERESTED IN THEM

OF YOU CHOSE YOUR 
SUBJECTS BECAUSE 
YOU WANTED TO DO 
WELL IN YOUR EXAMS

34%

2004 Year 09

OF YOU READ FOR  
PLEASURE MOST DAYS

35%
THe us tv 
sitcom 
Friends  
Ends

79%
OF YOUR PARENTS 
WANTED YOUR  
EDUCATION TO BE  
BETTER THAN THEIRS



OF YOU HAD YOUR  
OWN MOBILE PHONE 
AT AGE 15

9 IN 1O

YOUTUBE  
IS LAUNCHED

DOCTOR WHO 
RETURNS  
TO TV

24%
OF YOU REPORTED GOING OUT
WITH FRIENDS 6 OR MORE 
TIMES A WEEK

34%

TONY BLAIR 
WINS THIRD 
SUCCESSIVE 
TERM

OF YOU WATCHED 4 TO  
6 HOURS OF TV A DAY

1 IN 7

2005 Year 10



4 IN 5
OF YOU PLANNED TO STAY 
IN FULL-TIME EDUCATION 
AFTER THE AGE OF 16

2006 YEAR 11 GCSES

 The verb 	
‘to google’ 
enters 
Oxford 
English 
Dictionary 

OF YOU SAID YOU NEVER  
OR HARDLY EVER ARGUED  
WITH YOUR PARENTS  
AT AGE 16

2 IN 5
MORE THAN

MORE THAN

	The one 
billionth 
song is 
purchased 
from 
iTunes

OF YOU DIDN’T GET ANY  
POCKET MONEY

1 IN 5
MORE THAN

OF YOU HAD A PAID JOB 
DURING TERM TIME

1 IN 3
ALMOST



2006 YEAR 11 GCSES

2007 YEAR 12

of you agreed that your 
school work was usually 
worth doing

ABOUT

	First 
iPhone 
released  
by Apple 

	Rihanna’s 
Umbrella 
is top of 
the music 
charts

OF YOU SAID YOU DIDN’T 
HAVE A RELIGION AT  
AGE 17 

2 IN 5
AROUND

4 IN 5

THIS YEAR... 
Smoking in public places 
is banned in the UK.



2008 YEAR 13 
A LEVELS

Barack 
Obama 
becomes 
the first 
black US 
president 

Boris 
Johnson 
elected 
Mayor of 
London

THIS YEAR... 
Team GB wins 19 gold 
medals at the Summer 
Olympics in Beijing, China.

83%
OF THOSE OF YOU WHO 
PLANNED TO GO TO UNI 
SAID BIG DEBTS PUT 
PEOPLE OFF

OF YOU RECEIVED  
THE EDUCATIONAL  
MAINTENANCE 
ALLOWANCE 

33%



2009

Slumdog 
Millionaire 
and UP 
released in 
UK cinemas 

Michael 
Jackson  
dies

28%
OF YOU WERE STUDYING  
AT UNIVERSITY

THIS YEAR...
UK officially enters 
a recession.

OF YOU WERE ON A 
GAP YEAR AT AGE 18 

51%

OF YOU HAD 2 OR 
MORE JOBS AT AGE 18

1 IN 1O



2010

First iPad 
released

nextstepsstudy.org.uk  

facebook.com/nextstepsstudy

@nextstepsstudy

The first 
series of  
the Great 
British  
Bake Off 
comes to  
tV screens

23%
OF YOU LIVED WITH  
YOUR PARTNER

68%
OF THOSE OF YOU WITH  
A LICENSE HAD YOUR 
OWN VEHICLE 



2011

Major 
earthquake 
and tsunami 
hits Japan

Prince 
William 
marries 
Kate 
Middleton

THIS YEAR...
British forces begin to 
withdraw from Afghanistan.

Arab Spring 
spreads 
across the 
Middle East 

Global 
population 
reaches  
7 billion



2012

THIS YEAR...
Neil Armstrong, the 
first man to walk on 
the moon, dies.

Bradley 
Wiggins 
becomes  
the first  
Brit to win 
the Tour  
de France

The Shard, 
the tallest 
building 
in Europe, 
opens in 
London	

THIS YEAR...
James Bond’s Skyfall, The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey and The Twilight 
Saga: Breaking Dawn – 
Part 2 hit UK cinemas. 

Diamond 
Jubilee 
of Queen 
Elizabeth II



2013

‘Selfie’  
is added 
to Oxford 
English 
Dictionary

Nelson 
Mandela 
dies

Happy  by 
Pharrell 
Williams 
reaches no.1 
in the UK

THIS YEAR... 
Marriage Act comes into 
force, giving same-sex 
couples the same 
rights as heterosexual 
married couples. 	

THIS YEAR... 
Andy Murray wins 
Wimbledon.



2014

2015  
You reach  
a quarter of  
a century!

Scotland  
votes  
‘No’ to 
independence

Arctic  
Monkeys  
wIn A Brit  
Award  
for BEST 
British  
Group

THIS YEAR...
Facebook reaches 
850 million active 
users per day. 

NEXT STEPS IS 
RE-LAUNCHED

25
THE NEXT SURVEY  
WILL TAKE PLACE IN  
2015 WHEN YOU ARE


